
Exploring the Legacy of Acorn: America's
Most Controversial Antipoverty Organization

The Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN)
emerged as a formidable force in the American political landscape,
dedicating itself to empowering low-income communities and advocating
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for social justice. However, its path was fraught with controversy, leading to
its eventual demise in 2010. In "The Story of Acorn: America's Most
Controversial Antipoverty Community Organizing," authors Ruth O'Brien
and William Kornblum delve into the complexities of this organization,
offering a comprehensive account of its rise, challenges, and legacy.
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The Birth of Acorn

ACORN's roots can be traced back to the 1960s and 1970s, a period
marked by urban unrest and widespread poverty. Amidst this social turmoil,
community organizers and activists sought innovative ways to address
systemic inequities. In 1970, Wade Rathke and Gary Delgado founded the
Arkansas Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN) in Little
Rock, Arkansas. Their mission was to empower low-income residents by
organizing them into neighborhood associations, advocating for their
needs, and providing a platform for their voices.

Rapid Expansion and Controversial Tactics
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ACORN's early successes in Arkansas caught the attention of community
organizers across the country. By the mid-1980s, it had expanded to over
100 cities and towns, establishing a significant presence in urban centers
such as New York City, Chicago, and Los Angeles. ACORN's tactics were
often unconventional and confrontational, employing tactics such as
protests, boycotts, and direct actions to pressure governments and
corporations into addressing issues of poverty, housing, and healthcare.

Allegations of Fraud and Voter Registration Irregularities

As Acorn's influence grew, it faced increasing scrutiny and criticism.
Detractors accused the organization of voter fraud and registration
irregularities, claiming that it was illegally registering ineligible voters and
engaging in fraudulent practices. These allegations gained traction in the
2000s, leading to investigations by government agencies and negative
media coverage.

Internal Conflict and the Collapse of Acorn

Amidst the mounting controversies, ACORN also faced internal challenges.
In 2009, a video was released showing ACORN employees providing
advice on how to commit voter fraud, further damaging the organization's
reputation. Internal conflicts arose, as some members questioned the
leadership and ethics of the organization. By 2010, Acorn had lost its
federal funding and faced mounting legal challenges, leading to its eventual
dissolution.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

Despite its controversial history, Acorn's legacy remains complex and
multifaceted. The organization played a significant role in mobilizing low-



income communities, providing them with a platform to advocate for their
rights and needs. Its confrontational tactics were successful in raising
awareness of issues such as poverty and housing insecurity. However,
ACORN's missteps, including the allegations of voter fraud, cast a shadow
over its accomplishments.

"The Story of Acorn" provides a valuable examination of the organization's
rise, challenges, and legacy. The authors offer a balanced perspective,
acknowledging both Acorn's contributions and its flaws. By exploring the
complexities of Acorn, the book sheds light on the challenges and
opportunities inherent in community organizing and the ongoing fight
against poverty in America.

"The Story of Acorn" is an essential read for anyone interested in
understanding the history and legacy of community organizing in the United
States. It provides a comprehensive account of Acorn's rise, fall, and the
lessons learned from its experiences. The book serves as a reminder of the
importance of addressing poverty and social inequality while also
highlighting the challenges and complexities involved in such work.
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Aspects of Buying New
The Shetland Pony is a small, sturdy breed of pony that originated in the
Shetland Islands of Scotland. Shetland Ponies are known for their...
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