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Neoclassical realism is a contemporary branch of international relations
theory. It combines key elements of realism and liberalism, offering a
comprehensive view of international politics. Neoclassical realists contend
that states are the primary actors in world politics and that while power is
essential, it is not the sole determinant of state behavior.

Tenets of Neoclassical Realism

States are the primary actors: Neoclassical realists argue that states
are the most significant actors in international politics. States possess
a monopoly on force and control resources and territories.

Power is essential: Power remains an essential element in
neoclassical realist theory. States seek to accumulate and maintain
power to ensure their security.

States are rational: Neoclassical realists view states as rational
actors that make decisions based on their self-interest.

Institutional cooperation is possible: Unlike classical realism,
neoclassical realism acknowledges the possibility of cooperation
among states through international institutions and agreements.

FREE

https://sentence.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Im96TVF3SmZSYzJnMGFXUEQ2aGhqZTlna1wvRlJSUlk4MjBIYmtHZmtkalRWV1RiQTFXUVRrT3hlNWNTTUFqQ3BQaUo4Z1BMZTJ6QURhNjVMSW0waUp5QVNKZVQ2WFFsWVBGWENlNjh0a0pTdFhYVW95RGcrZWhGaXl1OGdRajJOYmkxV2hYd2d1blN2WjFTZVwvVFhNZlwveW03YVBiUGI5NzdKTHBkTDVTN3I0MmdPbTJjYWZuQUhESCsxdklWQ1VLbyIsIml2IjoiNGM0NjMyNWJiM2ZiN2VlNjY4NzM4YTk1NjhmNTNhODgiLCJzIjoiMjY3YzhiZmI1MmI2NGUwOCJ9
https://sentence.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkNHaWxGQmlYS3JLb3p4SG1hN3cyeXhleGc1MUhkTmZhTDBcL0ZWeGQyWHpKbzVoRU9xbDBwcHhDTkVTREFDNDVOalZUdm14UmxQNmdZcUEwejdNRXhHNTdhWnZYQmdBUjZ2VmxPQUZIU0trOFNjcFB2SDRGTWFsZ213UXhyVnRsUXRkbUpiWnZLazVDVkREd1k1bEtGTWZtQWIwVkZSS3lXSFpmcEhqcWV4Q29nQnpLeWtTTUZ4VUpTaGxqc2hUVFIiLCJpdiI6IjU2MzRhOGRlZjhhMzVkYTQ0ZDUwZDlkMjk0MTUyZTY0IiwicyI6ImNhN2Y2NTAwZTNlZDhjNGQifQ%3D%3D


Norms and ideas influence behavior: Neoclassical realists
recognize that norms, values, and ideas can influence state behavior,
alongside material factors.

Historical Evolution of Neoclassical Realism

Neoclassical realism emerged in the 1980s as a response to the limitations
of classical realism. Critiques of classical realism argued that it was overly
pessimistic and ignored the role of cooperation and norms in international
politics.

Leading scholars associated with neoclassical realism include Kenneth
Waltz, Robert Gilpin, and Stephen Krasner. They sought to refine classical
realism by integrating elements of liberalism, such as the importance of
institutions and the influence of norms.

Real-World Applications of Neoclassical Realism

1. Cold War politics: Neoclassical realist theory has been used to
explain the behavior of superpowers during the Cold War. It highlights
the role of power, rationality, and the search for security in shaping
their interactions.

2. European integration: Neoclassical realism offers insights into the
process of European integration. It explains how states can cooperate
and create institutions to achieve common goals while maintaining
their autonomy.

3. Contemporary security issues: Neoclassical realism is used to
analyze current security challenges, such as terrorism, cyber warfare,
and the proliferation of nuclear weapons. It emphasizes the importance



of understanding state interests, power dynamics, and the influence of
norms.

Advantages of Neoclassical Realism

Provides a comprehensive understanding of international politics by
integrating elements of realism and liberalism.

Offers a balanced view of state behavior, recognizing the influence of
both power and norms.

Explains how states can cooperate and create institutions to manage
common challenges.

Has real-world relevance in understanding contemporary security
issues and global affairs.

Disadvantages of Neoclassical Realism

Can be overly state-centric, underestimating the role of non-state
actors and transnational forces.

Sometimes seen as too pessimistic, as it emphasizes the dangers of
conflict and the limitations of cooperation.

May not fully account for the complexity and diversity of state behavior,
which can be influenced by a range of factors.

Neoclassical realism is a valuable and widely accepted theory in
international relations. It provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding state behavior, the dynamics of international politics, and the
challenges and opportunities for cooperation. While it has its limitations,
neoclassical realism remains an influential theory for scholars and
policymakers to analyze and address the complexities of the global stage.
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