
The Story of an American Experiment to Fight
Ghetto Poverty: A Must-Read for All Citizens
The United States has grappled with the issue of poverty for centuries, and
despite various government programs and initiatives, it remains a
persistent problem, particularly in urban areas. In the mid-20th century, a
bold experiment was launched in the heart of Chicago's infamous South
Side ghetto to address the systemic issues that perpetuated poverty and
social inequality. This experiment, known as the Gautreaux Assisted
Housing Program, became a groundbreaking chapter in the history of
American urban policy.
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The Gautreaux Experiment: A Landmark in Urban Renewal

In 1966, Dorothy Gautreaux, a single mother of three living in Chicago's
Robert Taylor Homes projects, filed a landmark lawsuit against the Chicago
Housing Authority (CHA). Gautreaux alleged that the CHA's racially
discriminatory policies had segregated the city's public housing,
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concentrating African Americans in overcrowded and dilapidated projects.
The lawsuit sparked a decade-long legal battle that culminated in a
landmark Supreme Court ruling in 1976.

The Supreme Court's 5-4 decision in Gautreaux v. CHA found that the CHA
had indeed violated the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by intentionally creating
segregated housing patterns. The ruling Free Downloaded the CHA to take
immediate steps to remedy the situation by opening up public housing in
white neighborhoods to African Americans.

To implement the Supreme Court's ruling, the CHA launched the Gautreaux
Assisted Housing Program in 1979. The program provided financial
assistance to low-income African American families to move out of
segregated public housing and into private, predominantly white
neighborhoods.

Mixed Results and Lasting Impact

The Gautreaux Experiment was a complex and controversial program that
had both successes and setbacks. Early evaluations of the program found
that it was successful in reducing racial isolation and improving the living
conditions of many of the families who participated. However, the program
also faced challenges, including resistance from white communities and the
difficulty of finding affordable housing in white neighborhoods.

Despite these challenges, the Gautreaux Experiment had a lasting impact
on American urban policy. It helped to break down racial barriers in housing
and paved the way for future efforts to promote diversity and inclusion in
communities across the country.



The Story of an American Experiment: A Compelling Read for All

The Gautreaux Experiment is a fascinating story of social justice, urban
renewal, and the ongoing struggle for racial equality in America. In her book
"The Story of an American Experiment to Fight Ghetto Poverty," author
Amy E. Black provides a comprehensive and engaging account of the
experiment, its origins, its implementation, and its legacy.

Black's book draws on extensive research, including interviews with
participants in the program, policymakers, and community leaders. She
provides a nuanced and balanced perspective, examining both the
successes and the challenges of the Gautreaux Experiment.

Through vivid storytelling and insightful analysis, Black's book offers a
compelling read for anyone interested in understanding the complexities of
urban poverty, race relations, and the role of government in addressing
social inequality. It is a must-read for scholars, policymakers, community
activists, and all citizens who are concerned about the future of American
cities.

The Gautreaux Assisted Housing Program was a bold experiment in urban
renewal that sought to address the systemic issues that perpetuated
poverty and racial segregation in America. While the program faced
challenges and achieved mixed results, it had a lasting impact on American
urban policy and helped to break down racial barriers in housing.

Amy E. Black's book "The Story of an American Experiment to Fight Ghetto
Poverty" is a comprehensive and engaging account of the Gautreaux
Experiment, providing valuable insights into the complexities of urban
poverty, race relations, and the role of government in addressing social



inequality. It is a must-read for all who are interested in understanding
these important issues and shaping a more equitable future for American
cities.

Free Download your copy of "The Story of an American Experiment to
Fight Ghetto Poverty" today

Additional Resources

The Gautreaux Assisted Housing Program: A Comprehensive
Evaluation

The Gautreaux Experiment: Still Promising Responses to Segregated
Housing

Another Brick Wall: How Racist Housing Policy Created America's
Most Segregated City
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Shetland Pony: Comprehensive Coverage of All
Aspects of Buying New
The Shetland Pony is a small, sturdy breed of pony that originated in the
Shetland Islands of Scotland. Shetland Ponies are known for their...

How Anaesthetics Changed the World: A
Medical Revolution That Transformed Surgery
Imagine a world where surgery is an excruciatingly painful experience,
where patients scream in agony as surgeons cut and prod. This was the
reality of medicine before the...
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