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Idaho's Constitution stands as the cornerstone of its legal system,
establishing the blueprint for the state's governance and safeguarding the
fundamental rights of its citizens. Adopted in 1890 upon Idaho's admission
to the Union, this seminal document has undergone numerous
amendments over the decades, reflecting the evolving needs and
aspirations of Idahoans.
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Article I: Declaration of Rights: A Bastion of Individual Liberties

The Declaration of Rights enshrines the inalienable rights of Idaho's
citizens, echoing the principles enshrined in the federal Constitution. It
guarantees freedom of speech, religion, assembly, and the right to bear
arms, among other essential liberties. The Constitution also prohibits
unreasonable searches and seizures, protects against double jeopardy,
and ensures the right to a fair trial.

Article II: Distribution of Powers: Defining the Architecture of
Government
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Article II establishes the three branches of state government: executive,
legislative, and judicial. The executive branch, headed by the Governor, is
responsible for enforcing state laws and administering government
operations. The legislative branch, composed of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, holds the power to make laws and appropriate funds.
The judicial branch, anchored by the Supreme Court, interprets the laws
and ensures their impartial application.

Article III: Legislative Department: The People's Voice in Government

This article outlines the structure and powers of the Idaho Legislature. It
establishes the number of senators and representatives, their terms of
office, and the process for enacting legislation. The Legislature is
empowered to levy taxes, regulate commerce, and appropriate funds for
state programs.

Article IV: Executive Department: The Stewardship of Idaho's
Governance

Article IV defines the powers and duties of the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, and other executive officers. The Governor serves as the chief
executive of the state, responsible for enforcing laws, appointing officials,
and granting pardons. The Lieutenant Governor acts as President of the
Senate and assumes the governorship in case of a vacancy.

Article V: Judicial Department: Upholding Justice and Fairness

Article V establishes the structure and jurisdiction of Idaho's judicial system.
It creates the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals, and the district courts.
The Supreme Court has the power to interpret state laws, resolve legal
disputes, and overturn lower court decisions. The Court of Appeals hears



appeals from district courts, while the district courts handle a wide range of
civil and criminal cases.

Article VI: Suffrage and Elections: Empowering Citizens through the
Ballot

This article governs the qualifications for voting and running for office in
Idaho. It establishes the right to vote for all citizens over the age of 18 and
outlines the procedures for registering to vote and conducting elections.
The Constitution also sets limits on campaign contributions and prohibits
certain individuals from holding office.

Article VII: Education and Public Institutions: Investing in Idaho's
Future

Article VII recognizes the importance of education and public institutions to
the well-being of Idahoans. It mandates the establishment of a free public
school system, including universities and colleges, and allocates funds for
their support. The Constitution also creates state institutions for the care of
the mentally ill, the blind, and the deaf.

Article VIII: Revenue and Taxation: Funding the Essential Functions of
Government

Article VIII establishes the state's revenue system and outlines the
principles of taxation. It authorizes the Legislature to levy taxes to fund
government operations, including education, healthcare, and infrastructure.
The Constitution also imposes limits on the state's taxing authority and
prohibits discrimination in taxation.

Article IX: Irrigation and Water Rights: Managing Idaho's Life-Giving
Resource



Idaho's arid climate makes water a precious resource. Article IX recognizes
the importance of irrigation for agriculture and other industries. It
establishes a system of water rights, giving priority to those who first put
water to beneficial use. The Constitution also creates the Idaho Department
of Water Resources to manage and protect the state's water resources.

Article X: Corporations and Internal Improvements: Fostering
Economic Development

Article X addresses the regulation of corporations and the state's role in
public works projects. It authorizes the Legislature to create corporations
and regulate their operations. The Constitution also prohibits the state from
engaging in internal improvements, such as building railroads or canals,
unless approved by a vote of the people.

Article XI: Militia: Safeguarding the State's Security

Article XI establishes a state militia, composed of all able-bodied citizens
between the ages of 18 and 45. The militia is responsible for defending the
state against invasion or insurrection. The Constitution also authorizes the
Governor to call out the militia to enforce the law or suppress civil unrest.

Article XII: Public Lands and Buildings: Preserving Idaho's Natural
Heritage

Article XII recognizes the importance of public lands to Idaho's economy,
environment, and quality of life. It designates certain lands as state parks
and forests, protecting them from development. The Constitution also
establishes the Capitol Commission to oversee the construction and
maintenance of state buildings.



Article XIII: County and Township Organization: Empowering Local
Governance

Article XIII empowers counties and townships to govern their local affairs. It
provides for the election of county commissioners, sheriffs, and other local
officials. Counties have the authority to levy taxes, establish roads and
bridges, and provide essential services, such as law enforcement and
public health.

Article XIV: Amendments: Adapting to the Changing Needs of Idaho

Article XIV outlines the process for amending the state Constitution.
Amendments may be proposed by the Legislature or by a petition signed
by a sufficient number of voters. Amendments must be approved by a
majority of voters in a statewide election.

Article XV: Miscellaneous Provisions: Safeguarding Idaho's Unique
Character

Article XV contains several miscellaneous provisions that reflect the values
and priorities of Idahoans. It prohibits the sale or consumption of alcohol on
Sundays, except in certain circumstances. The Constitution also declares
English as the official language of the state and prohibits the teaching of
evolution in public schools.

: The Constitution of the State of Idaho: A Living Document Shaping
Idaho's Destiny

The Constitution of the State of Idaho serves as the foundation for all laws
and policies enacted within the state. It embodies the principles of self-
governance, individual liberty, and fiscal responsibility. As Idaho's
population, economy, and societal norms evolve, the Constitution remains



a dynamic document, amended and interpreted to meet the changing
needs of its citizens. Understanding and embracing the Constitution's
provisions is essential for all Idahoans to actively participate in the shaping
of their state's future.
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